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Regulations on Visa / Residence Permit Issues  

for international students enrolled at Donghua University 

Nov. 2013 

 

I. Apply for a visa to enter the mainland China 

 

According to the Exit and Entry Administration Law of the People’s Republic of China, foreigners shall apply to the 

visa-issuing authorities stationed abroad for a visa in order to enter China. Those who are admitted as full-time 

students of Donghua University shall apply to the local Chinese Embassy or Consulate for X1 or X2 visa to enter 

China. The renewal or extension of visa after entry shall be decided by the Bureau of Exit and Entry Administration 

of the Ministry of Public Security according to the relevant laws and regulations. 

 

 X1 Visa 

Students whose study duration at Donghua University exceeds 180 days shall apply for X1 visa to enter China and 

the duration of stay after the entry is no more than 30 days. Students shall come to school within the designated 

time to go through enrollment procedures and pay the full tuition fees. Meanwhile, visa application documents shall 

be prepared in time so that the application for Residence Permit (study) can be submitted to the Bureau of Exit and 

Entry Administration of the Ministry of Public Security within the validity date of X1 visa. Residence Permit has 

multiple entries within the validity date. 

The Admission Notice and the Visa Application Form for Study in China (JW201/202) will be offered to the admitted 

students. For other required documents, procedures and fees for X1 visa application, students shall consult the local 

Chinese Embassy or Consulate. 

 

 X2 Visa 

Students whose study duration at Donghua University is less than 180 days shall apply for X2 visa to enter China 

and study here. The validity date, duration of stay (less than 180 days), entry times (zero, once, twice) etc. are 

decided by the local Chinese Embassy or Consulate. Students shall come to school within the designated time to go 

through enrollment procedures and pay the full tuition fees; otherwise, X2 visa will be canceled.  

The Admission Notice will be offered to the admitted students. Visa Application Form for Study in China (JW201/202) may 

be provided upon the request of the Chinese Embassy or Consulate in some countries. For other required 

documents, procedures and fees for X2 visa application, students shall consult the local Chinese Embassy or 

Consulate. 
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II. Process a Residence Permit (study) – RP (study) 

Degree student：it is mandatory to renew your X1 visa to RP (study) through International Cultural Exchange 

School (ICES) of Donghua University (DHU) first, then can you study at the university. The renewed RP’s (study) 

valid duration shall be in accordance with the regular schooling.  

Non-degree student --- full-time language students, visiting students and exchange students --- whose study 

duration is over 180 days: it is mandatory to renew your X1 visa to RP (study) through ICES-DHU first, then can you 

study at the university. The renewed RP’s (study) valid duration shall be in accordance with the study duration 

you have paid the tuition for.  

If you’re holding a RP (study) processed by other universities, it is mandatory to renew it to the RP (study) 

processed through ICES-DHU first, then can you study at the university. 

 

1. Documents for Applying for a RP (study)  

①  Original Passport 

②  one ID photo (3cm*4cm) 

③  Visa/Stay Permit/Residence Permit Application Form (on which the ID photo should be pasted) 

④  Original Introduction Letter for Visa Application (valid with ICES-DHU’s official seal)  

⑤  Photocopy of Registration Form of Temporary Residence (RFTR) 

⑥  Original Admission Notice from ICES-DHU 

⑦  Original Visa Application for Study in China (JW201/JW202)  

⑧  Original Health Certificate of Verification 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

④  Introduction Letter for Visa Application 

 

 

 

③  Visa/Stay Permit/Residence Permit Application Form 
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 Registration Form of Temporary Residence (RFTR)  ⑤ 

If you live in the on-campus International Student Apartments (ISAs): collect your RFTR at ICES Office 122 (International Student 

Service Department - ISSD) with your student card and passport  

If you live outside of the campus: collect your RFTR at the local policy station in charge within 24 hours after entering China with: 1) 

Your passport; 2) Rental agreement/contract; 3) Record of Residing outside Campus for Donghua Foreign Students/Teachers (valid with 

ICES-DHU’s official seal) 

If the residence address or visa is changed, please refill “3)”and collect a new RFTR. 

 

 

 

 

 

⑤  Registration Form of  

Temporary Residence (RFTR) 

 

                                             

3)  Record of Residing outside Campus  

for Donghua Foreign Students/Teachers 

 

 Health Certificate of Verification  ⑧ 

The designated hospital to issue this certificate is Shanghai International Travel Healthcare 

Center (No. 15 Jinbang Road, near Hami Road. www.sithc.com) . Those who need to do the 

health check must make the online appointment, and then go to the hospital with: 1) the original 

and the photocopy of the passport; 2) photocopy of the Admission Notice or the student ID card; 

3) 4 photos (size: 3cm*4cm).  

If you have the original papers of blood-test and Health Certificate or papers obtained abroad, you 

have to bring them all to the hospital for the verification.  

Fees for health check / verification: appr. CNY500 per person (paid to the hospital directly) 

⑧ Health Certificate of Verification 

 

2. Fees of Processing RP (study) 

Fees of processing the RP (study) vary according to the RP’s (study) valid duration and shall be paid to the Bureau 

of Exit and Entry Administration of the Ministry of Public Security (i.e. Visa Center). No matter you are a 

self-funded student or a scholarship student funded by CSC or SGS, this fee shall be paid by yourself. 

 Valid duration is less than one year: CNY400 

 Valid duration is one year or more, but less than three years: CNY800 

 Valid duration is three years or more, but less than five years: CNY1000 

http://www.sithc.com/
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3. Submission & Interview 

At the beginning of each semester, the police offercers from Visa Center will be invited to Yan’an Road Campus to 

do the interview to each student and collect the complete application documents. This group visa interview will be 

held only once at the designated time. Students who finish the enrollment on time and get each application 

document ready can attend this group visa interview. 

Any one who misses this group visa interview shall bring the relevant documents to do the interview at Visa Center 

in Pudong District (No. 1550, Minsheng Road), or the Visa Office in Changning District (No. 788, Gubei Road). The 

consulting telephone number is 0086-21-28951900. 

 

 

III. Other Related Issues 

There are numerous complicated situations about visa issues. Corresponding documents required shall be judged 

and prepared according to the situation of currently valid visa. If you have any visa related queries, please do bring 

your original passport and consult at ICES Office 122 (International Student Service Department - ISSD). ICES 

suggests each student to keep a photo copy of your passport and current visa/RP (study) in case of the loss, 

inspection, renewal or extension. 

 

1. Expiry and Cancellation 

Once the study program finishes, you leave the mainland China before the expiry date of the current visa or RP 

(study). Otherwise, one him/herself shall bear the administrative penalties caused by overstay.  

If you plan to continue to study for the next semester, finish the enrollment for next semester first in the present 

semester (especially the full tuition payment in one lump sum), prepare the relevant documents, and then go to Visa 

Center to process the renewal or extension immediately. X2 holders should renew X2 visa to RP (study), and RP 

(study) holders should extend the current RP (study) for another semester.  

X2 holders who failed to do enrollment in the present semester has to go back to their own countries and make the 

visa application again to enter China in order to continue for the next semester. 

Students who suspend learning or quit school shall cancel the X2 visa or RP (study) they are holding. Before they go 

to Visa Center for cancellation, they should first collect the Introduction Letter for Visa Application (valid with 

ICES-DHU’s official seal) from ICES Office 122 (International Student Service Department - ISSD). After the 

cancellation, they will receive a one-month temporary visa. 

 

2. Passport’s Loss or Renewal 

If passport is lost or seriously damaged, one must report to Visa Center first and then apply for a new passport to 

his/her Embassy or Consulate in China. 

Within 10 days from one collect the new passport (either for makeup or for renewal), he/she should bring both the 

new and the old passports to collect the RFTR first, then to ICES Office 122 (International Student Service 

Department - ISSD) to collect Introduction Letter for Visa Application (valid with ICES-DHU’s official seal), and to Visa 

Center at last to process a new X2 visa or RP (study) on the new passport. 
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3. Visa for student’s family members 

Student’s family members here refer to the spouse, the kids under 18-year-old, student’s parents or the 

parents-in-law. Those family members can apply for S1 visa or S2 visa to enter the mainland China. Required visa 

application documents and procedures shall be consulted at the local Chinese Embassy or Consulate. 

After the entry, ICES-DHU can help to renew S1 visa to Residence Permit (relatives) only if the student has enrolled 

and holds the visa or RP (study) processed through ICES-DHU, the valid duration of RP (relatives) shall not exceed 

the valid duration of the student’s visa or RP (study). S2 holders can stay within the S2’s valid duration (no more 

than 180 days).  

Renewal or extension of S1, S2 or RP (relatives) will be processed strictly in accordance with the relevant laws and 

regulations formulated by the Bureau of Exit and Entry Administration of the Ministry of Public Security. 

When the student’s family member applies for the RP (relatives), he/she should prepare: his/her own passport, the 

student’s passport, valid identification letter of the relative relations, his/her RFTR (photocopy), one ID photo, 

Health Certificate of Verification (exemption for kids under 18-year-old) and any other documents required by Visa 

Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference: The Exit and Entry Administration Law of the People’s Republic of China   

http://www.mps.gov.cn/n16/n84147/n84196/3837042.html 

http://www.mps.gov.cn/n16/n84147/n84196/3837042.html

